
 
April 21, 2026 

 

Dr. Marcia McNutt 

President 

The National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine 

500 Fifth St., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Dear Dr. McNutt, 

 

We write to express our concerns about potential conflicts of interest between nonprofit 

groups and the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) 

Committee on Attribution of Extreme Weather and Climate Events and Their Impacts (“the 

Attribution Committee”). Publicly available information suggests a troubling pattern in which 

members of the Attribution Committee, who lead NASEM’s review of the alleged human causes 

of climate change, are affiliated with nonprofits that support climate accountability lawsuits, 

raising the appearance of impropriety and member bias.1 The Committee is responsible for 

ensuring that taxpayer-funded and government sponsored science is objective, transparent, and 

free from conflicts that could compromise its integrity. However, the Attribution Committee 

members’ relationships with these nonprofit groups raise questions about NASEM’s adherence to 

its policies on objectivity, conflicts of interest, and committee composition.2 

 

In 2016, NASEMEM published a report entitled Attribution of Extreme Weather Events 

in the Context of Climate Change (“the 2016 report”), which sought to “tease out the influence of 

 
1 Roger Pielke Jr., Attribution: Stealth Advocacy at the NASEM, Am. Enter. Inst. (AEI), 

https://www.aei.org/articles/attribution-stealth-advocacy-at-the-NASEM/ (Mar. 12, 2026). 
2 See Report of the Treasurer: For the Year Ended December 31, 2024, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 29, 

2025), https://nap.nationalacademies.org/download/29218 (showing that around 85% of NASEM’s funding is 

derived from government sources). 

https://www.aei.org/articles/attribution-stealth-advocacy-at-the-NASEM/
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/download/29218
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human-caused climate change … as contributors to individual extreme [weather] events.”3 

Seeking to “update and expand” upon the 2016 report, NASEM established the Attribution 

Committee in 2024 as an “ad hoc” committee to “examine the science of attribution of specific 

extreme weather events to human-caused climate change and natural variability.”4  

 

Members’ connections with nonprofit groups that fund and benefit from climate 

accountability lawsuits give the appearance of impropriety.5 It raises questions about the 

members’ objectivity and the integrity of the work that they produce. These connections also 

raise broader questions about the efficacy of NASEM's conflict of interest and committee 

composition policies, which appear to have been relaxed on January 30, 2025.6 According to 

NASEM’s Policy on Composition and Balance, Conflicts of Interest, and Independence for 

Committees, which is required by federal law, financial conflicts can disqualify a committee 

member.7 However, professional, political, and legal conflicts cannot.8 Instead, such conflicts 

 
3 Extreme Weather Events and Climate Change Attribution, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/extreme-weather-events-and-climate-change-

attribution#sectionSponsors.  
4 Attribution of Extreme Weather and Climate Events and their Impacts, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 29, 

2025), https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-
impacts#sectionCommittee.  
5 Dr. Joyce Kimutai, a meteorologist with Kenya Meteorological Services, is a researcher for the World Weather 

Attribution Consortium, which produces attribution studies frequently cited in relevant litigation; and participated in 

a judicial education program sponsored by the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law, which provides various types 

of support for plaintiffs in climate accountability lawsuits. See supra at 3; see e.g., County of Multnomah v. Exxon 

Mobil Corp., No. 23CV01213 (Or. Cir. Ct. filed June 22, 2023). Jessica Wentz, Conference Report: Attribution 

Science and Climate, Columbia L. School (Mar. 2025), 

https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change; The 

Climate Litigation Database, Columbia Climate School (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.climatecasechart.com/.  

Dr. Kevin Reed, Associate Provost for Climate and Sustainability Programming at Stony Brook University, has 
received speaking awards from the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) for participating as an educator for judges in 

its Judicial Leaders in Climate Science Program. ELI’s teaching materials frequently cite NASEM’s 2016 report. See 

supra at 3; Climate Judiciary Project (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), https://cjp.eli.org/ (ELI runs CJP); 2022 Year in 

Review, Climate Judiciary Project (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), https://cjp.eli.org/news/230401-2022-year-review 

(“Several of the nation’s leading climate scientists and legal scholars acted as faculty, including … Kevin Reed”). 

See e.g., Katharine Mach, The Impacts of Climate Change, Climate Judiciary Project (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://cjp.eli.org/curriculum/impacts-climate-change. 
6 Policy on Composition and Balance, Conflicts of Interest, and Independence for Committees Used in the 

Development of Findings, Conclusions, and Recommendations, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/documents/embed/link/LF2255DA3DD1C41C0A42D3BEF0989ACAECE3053

A6A9B/file/D4D336B1CB9047B19928EA8785ED2E43C913B841539A?noSaveAs=1. 
7 See Federal Advisory Committee Act Amendments of 1997, Pub. L. No. 105-153, 111 Stat. 2689 (1997); See also 
Jessica Wentz, Conference Report: Attribution Science and Climate, COLUMBIA L. SCHOOL (Mar. 2025), 

https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change; The 

Climate Litigation Database, COLUMBIA CLIMATE SCHOOL (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.climatecasechart.com/ 
8 See Jessica Wentz, Conference Report: Attribution Science and Climate, COLUMBIA L. SCHOOL (Mar. 2025), 

https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change; The 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/extreme-weather-events-and-climate-change-attribution#sectionSponsors
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/extreme-weather-events-and-climate-change-attribution#sectionSponsors
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionCommittee
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionCommittee
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionCommittee
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change
https://www.climatecasechart.com/
https://cjp.eli.org/
https://cjp.eli.org/news/230401-2022-year-review
https://cjp.eli.org/curriculum/impacts-climate-change
https://www.nationalacademies.org/documents/embed/link/LF2255DA3DD1C41C0A42D3BEF0989ACAECE3053A6A9B/file/D4D336B1CB9047B19928EA8785ED2E43C913B841539A?noSaveAs=1
https://www.nationalacademies.org/documents/embed/link/LF2255DA3DD1C41C0A42D3BEF0989ACAECE3053A6A9B/file/D4D336B1CB9047B19928EA8785ED2E43C913B841539A?noSaveAs=1
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change
https://www.climatecasechart.com/
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1246&context=sabin_climate_change
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need only be disclosed, with no protocol for mitigation.9 The integrity concerns surrounding the 

Attribution Committee are reinforced by a related scandal directly involving NASEM: the 

climate science chapter of the Federal Judicial Center's Reference Manual on Scientific Evidence, 

which was co-published by NASEM, was recently retracted after it was revealed to contain 

substantial unattributed contributions from Michael Burger, executive director of Columbia's 

Sabin Center for Climate Change Law and of counsel at Sher Edling, a plaintiffs' firm actively 

litigating climate accountability lawsuits against fossil fuel companies.10 The same category of 

conflicts of interest that now raise questions about the Attribution Committee's independence and 

objectivity.11 

 

Additionally, regarding committee composition and balance, NASEM’s policy requires 

that “[c]onsideration be given to whether there is an appropriate range of perspectives on the 

issues to be addressed by the committee. Differing and new perspectives … [are] vital.”12 The 

same policy requires that “[c]onsideration should be given to whether the committee membership 

can be objective and open-minded in addressing the issues before it.”13 While “strongly held 

views or biases,” or even close associations with groups that have taken  strong positions, do not 

preclude membership, members are expected to be “open to new learning.”14 The Attribution 

Committee members' extensive involvement in climate accountability litigation—whether 

through judicial education programs, amicus briefs, or affiliations with organizations funding 

plaintiffs—calls into question their ability to meet this standard.15 

 

The Attribution Committee's composition and potential conflicts of interest may be better 

addressed through oversight mechanisms similar to those found in the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act (FACA). FACA requires that advisory committees be "fairly balanced in terms of 

the points of view represented," and mandates public notice of meetings, open sessions, and 

accessible records of deliberations.16 These provisions help ensure that diverse scientific 

perspectives are represented, that the public can observe committee work, and that the basis for 

conclusions is subject to scrutiny. FACA's detailed conflict of interest provisions and 

requirements for committee membership disclosures also enable oversight of professional 

relationships and affiliations that may influence members' judgments. While NASEM 

 
Climate Litigation Database, COLUMBIA CLIMATE SCHOOL (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.climatecasechart.com/ 
9 Id.  
10 A Judicial Climate Science Scandal, WALL STREET JOURNAL (Mar. 13, 2026), 

https://www.wsj.com/opinion/federal-judicial-center-climate-manual-michael-burger-jessica-wentz-marcia-mcnutt. 
11 Id. 
12 Id.  
13 Id.  
14 Id.  
15 See supra note 5. 
16 5 U.S.C. §§ 1001–1014. 

https://www.climatecasechart.com/
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committees are currently exempt from FACA, similar standards applied to the Attribution 

Committee could help ensure that its work product—which will likely influence significant 

litigation and policy decisions—reflects independent and balanced scientific inquiry. 

 

To assess the effectiveness of NASEM’s conflicts of interest and composition policies and to 

ensure the proper stewardship of taxpayer dollars, we ask that you retain all relevant records and 

respond to the following questions, in numbered order, by May 8, 2026. Further, please see the 

document request form below and respond with all relevant documents. Please see attachment A 

of this letter, which provides guidance on document production.  

 

1. Please provide the immediately preceding official version of NASEM's conflicts of 

interest, balance, and composition policy (prior to January 30, 2025).   

 

2. Please provide a copy of each official version of NASEM's conflicts of interest, balance, 

and composition policy since January 2017. 

 

3. Please provide all records relating to the establishment and membership selection of the 

Attribution Committee. 

 

4. Please preserve all documentation, official and unofficial, that evaluates compliance with 

the range-of-perspectives requirement or otherwise examines the Attribution Committee's 

range of perspectives.  

 

5. Please provide documentation of NASEM's relevant policies and procedures regarding 

sponsor influence over committee members and their work. 

 

6. Why were NASEM’s conflicts of interest, balance, and composition policies changed on 

January 30, 2025? 

 

a. How specifically does the January 30 policy differ from the immediately 

preceding version? 

 

b. How many times has NASEM changed this policy since January 2017? 

 

c. What is the process for amending this policy? 
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7. NASEM’s balance and composition policy states that “[c]onsideration be given to 

whether there is an appropriate range of perspectives on the issues to be addressed by the 

committee.”17 How is NASEM in compliance with this policy? 

a. How was this requirement implemented in the assembly of the Attribution 

Committee? 

b. What is the range of scientific perspectives with respect to the continuing debate 

on attribution science currently represented on the Attribution Committee? 

 

8. NASEM’s relevant policy states that “[c]onsideration should be given to whether the 

committee membership can be objective and open-minded in addressing the issues before 

it.”18  

a. What efforts are being taken to ensure compliance with this policy? 

b. How was this requirement implemented in the assembly of the Attribution 

Committee? 

c. How does NASEM determine whether a potentially biased committee member is 

“open to new learning” to counteract potential biases? 

d. What criteria are used to determine whether such a committee member is “open to 

new learning”? 

 

9. Why do financial conflicts of interest require disqualification, but non-financial conflicts 

do not require such treatment? 

 

10. The Attribution Committee’s private sponsors, including the Bezos Earth Fund and the 

Heising-Simons Foundation, among others, are known for their progressive 

environmental leanings.19 How does NASEM ensure that sponsors such as these do not 

assert undue influence over Committee members and their work? 

 

11. Why are the vast majority of Attribution Committee meetings closed to the public?20 

 
17 Id. 
18 Id. 
19 See Attribution of Extreme Weather and Climate Events and their Impacts, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 

29, 2025), https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-

their-impacts#sectionSponsors; Bezos Earth Fund, INFLUENCE WATCH (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), 

https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/bezos-earth-fund/ (describing the Fund as “left-of-center”); Heising-
Simons Foundation, INFLUENCE WATCH (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025), https://www.influencewatch.org/non-

profit/heising-simons-foundation/ (describing the Foundation as led by “major Democratic Party donors”). 
20 See Attribution of Extreme Weather and Climate Events and their Impacts, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 

29, 2025), https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-

their-impacts#sectionPastEvents (showing that four of 36 Attribution Committee meetings to date were open to the 

public). 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionSponsors
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionSponsors
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/bezos-earth-fund/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/heising-simons-foundation/
https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/heising-simons-foundation/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionPastEvents
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/attribution-of-extreme-weather-and-climate-events-and-their-impacts#sectionPastEvents


Dr. McNutt 

April 21, 2026 

Page 6 of 11 

 
a. How does this conform to NASEM’s second governing principle of transparency, 

which claims that “[d]ocumenting the state of knowledge is core to the scientific 

process. Transparency about our current and past work is essential to maintaining 

our credibility.”?21 

b. What criteria are used for determining whether meetings are open or closed to the 

public? 

 

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to working 

collaboratively to ensure the full objectivity, transparency, and impartiality of NASEM’s work. 

The Committee has long benefited from the advice provided by NASEM, and our intent is to 

ensure that Congress, the Executive Branch, and the American people continue to benefit from it 

in the future.  If you have any questions, please contact Michael Piquero of the Committee’s 

majority staff at (202) 225-6371. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     
Brian Babin      Rich McCormick  

Chairman       Chairman 

House Committee on  Science, Space,  Subcommittee on 

and Technology     Investigations and Oversight 

       House Committee on Science, Space, 

       and Technology 

 

 
Scott Franklin 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on 

Environment 

House Committee on Science, Space,  

and Technology 

 
21 Principles and Practices that Guide Our Work, NAT’L ACADEMIES (last accessed Sept. 29, 2025),  

https://www.nationalacademies.org/about/principles-and-practices-that-guide-our-work. 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/about/principles-and-practices-that-guide-our-work


Dr. McNutt 

April 21, 2026 

Page 7 of 11 

 
cc: Zoe Lofgren, Ranking Member, House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology; 

Emelia Sykes, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight, House 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology; Gabe Amo, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on 

Environment, House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
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Responding to Committee Document Requests 

1. In complying with this request, you are required to produce all responsive documents, in 

unredacted form, that are in your possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or 

your past or present agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf.  You 

should also produce documents that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to 

copy or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the 

temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party.  Requested records, documents, 

data or information should not be destroyed, modified, removed, transferred or otherwise 

made inaccessible to the Committee.  

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has been, or is 

also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall be read also to 

include that alternative identification.  

3. The Committee’s preference is to receive documents in electronic form (i.e., CD, memory 

stick, or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions.   

4. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized, identified, and indexed 

electronically.   

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following standards:   

(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File (“TIF”), or PDF files.  

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and TIF or 

PDF file names. 

(c) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, field 

names and file order in all load files should match. 

6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the contents of 

the production.  To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, box 

or folder is produced, each CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, box or folder should 

contain an index describing its contents.   

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with copies of file 

labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated when the request was 

served.   

8. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee’s 

schedule to which the documents respond.  

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other person or entity also 

possesses non-identical or identical copies of the same documents.  
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10. If any of the requested information is only reasonably available in machine-readable form 

(such as on a computer server, hard drive, or computer backup tape), you should consult with 

the Committee staff to determine the appropriate format in which to produce the information.   

11. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full by the specified return date, 

compliance shall be made to the extent possible by that date.  An explanation of why full 

compliance is not possible shall be provided along with any partial production.  Failure to 

provide an explanation constitutes a waiver of any objections to the subpoena.  

12. In the event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege log 

containing the following information concerning any such document: (a) the privilege 

asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general subject matter; (d) the date, author and 

addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to each other.  

13. In complying with this request, be apprised that the U.S. House of Representatives and the 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology do not recognize: any of the purported non-

disclosure privileges associated with the common law including, but not limited to, the 

deliberative process privilege, the attorney-client privilege, and attorney work product 

protections; any purported privileges such as privileges over law-enforcement sensitive 

disclosures; or protections from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act; or any 

purported contractual privileges, such as non-disclosure agreements. 

14. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession, custody, 

or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and recipients) and explain 

the circumstances under which the document ceased to be in your possession, custody, or 

control.  

15. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a document is 

inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail is known to you or is otherwise 

apparent from the context of the request, you are required to produce all documents which 

would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct.  

16. Unless otherwise specified, the time period covered by this request is from January 1, 2010 

to the present.    

17. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information.  Any 

record, document, compilation of data or information, not produced because it has not been 

located or discovered by the return date, shall be produced immediately upon subsequent 

location or discovery.  

18. All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially.  

19. Two sets of documents shall be delivered, one set to the Majority Staff and one set to the 

Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, production sets shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 2321 of the 

Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 324 of the Ford House 
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Office Building.  Upon completion of the document production, you should submit a written 

certification, signed by you or your counsel, stating that: (1) a diligent search has been 

completed of all documents in your possession, custody, or control which reasonably could 

contain responsive documents; and (2) all documents located during the search that are 

responsive have been produced to the Committee.   

20. When representing a witness or entity before the Committee in response to a document 

request, request for transcribed interview, or subpoena from the Committee, or in connection 

with testimony before the Committee at a hearing, counsel for the witness or entity must 

promptly submit to the Committee a notice of appearance specifying the following:  (a) 

counsel’s name, firm or organization, and contact information; and (b) each client 

represented by the counsel in connection with the proceeding.  Submission of a notice of 

appearance constitutes acknowledgement that counsel is authorized to accept service of 

process by the Committee on behalf of such client(s), and that counsel is bound by and 

agrees to comply with all applicable House and Committee rules and regulations. 

Schedule Definitions 

1. The term “document” means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 

whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, but not 

limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, instructions, 

financial reports, working papers, records, notes, letters, notices, confirmations, telegrams, 

receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, prospectuses, inter-office and intra-

office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), contracts, cables, notations of any type of 

conversation, telephone call, meeting or other communication, bulletins, printed matter, 

computer printouts, teletypes, invoices, transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, 

minutes, bills, accounts, estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, 

press releases, circulars, financial statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and 

investigations, questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary 

versions, alterations, modifications, revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the 

foregoing, as well as any attachments or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral records or 

representations of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, 

microfiche, microfilm, videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and electronic, 

mechanical, and electric records or representations of any kind (including, without limitation, 

tapes, cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, typed, or other graphic or 

recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or reproduced, and whether 

preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or otherwise.  A document bearing any 

notation not a part of the original text is to be considered a separate document.  A draft or 

non-identical copy is a separate document within the meaning of this term.  

2. The term “communication” means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange of 

information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or 

otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone, facsimile, email (desktop or mobile 

device), text message, instant message, MMS or SMS message, regular mail, telexes, 

releases, or otherwise.  
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3. The terms “and” and “or” shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or disjunctively 

to bring within the scope of this request any information which might otherwise be construed 

to be outside its scope.  The singular includes plural number, and vice versa.  The masculine 

includes the feminine and neuter genders.  

4. The terms “person” or “persons” mean natural persons, firms, partnerships, associations, 

corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, proprietorships, syndicates, 

or other legal, business or government entities, and all subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, 

departments, branches, or other units thereof.  

5. The term “identify,” when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the 

following information: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the individual's 

business address and phone number.  

6. The term “referring or relating,” with respect to any given subject, means anything that 

constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or is pertinent 

to that subject in any manner whatsoever. 

 


